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would soon stop to begin something else in which she
would be interested for equally as short a time.

Alice was said to be unlike any member of the family.
The heredity, so far as we could learn, was negative.
There was said to be no mental trouble of any kind.
Special effort was made in this instance to discover any
facts regarding the family history which might have a
bearing upon the situation. Both parents had always
been healthy, except that the mother was greatly worried
during this pregnancy because of financial reverses that
her husband suffered. For more than a month she was
in bed then because of some sort of exhaustion, but we
were unable to obtain any accurate diagnosis of what
this trouble was. The two older sisters, already married
when we saw Alice, were said to be bright and normal in
every way, and a younger brother of nine had the repu-
tation of being one of the brightest boys in the school
he attended. There had been no difficulties of conduct
with them.

The later developmental history regarding Alice was
negative. She was said never to have been severely ill.
When an infant she had fallen and struck her head, but
was said not to have been unconscious. There was, how-
ever, history of very frequent enuresis continued until
she was eleven or twelve years old. Our examination
revealed little of significance. There were no signs of
nervous disturbance. The girl was normally developed
and well nourished. There were no sensory defects of
any kind. The mother insisted that the lack of self-
control was already noticeable when Alice was only
three years of age.

The psychological examination showed numerous pecul-
iarities, both on test results and on incidental reactions.
We soon were convinced that Alice had quite good innate
ability. The simpler tests which could be done rapidly